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It is believed that supernatural beings (such as, ghosts, demons, etc.) exist. In Japan, 
Yokai means supernatural beings. The purpose of this study is to clarify the cognitive, 
emotional, and psychological utility related to Yokai and to exploratorily examine the 
psychological mechanism and the social roles. In this research, we defined Yokai as “An 
unknown bizarre phenomenon or mysterious object that causes people’s emotions and 
behaviors, has an individual name and plays social roles”. Furthermore, we will distinguish 
Yokai from other supernatural beings.
The result of classification of representative Yokai shows three groups. We were able to 
grasp that the characteristics of Yokai of each group, and it is suggested that the 
characteristic and the social roles such as arousing fear, arousing attention, etc. are related. 
The result of classification of current alternatives shows these groups are the same as 
representative Yokai. From the distribution, it also shows that there is the function that 
alternatives can not complement.
Based on these results, additional research is needed to clarify the factors of the social 
roles and proceed with process investigation of the psychological mechanism of Yokai from 
the viewpoint of social psychology.
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